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Toc H members accept a four-fold commitment: 1. to build friendships across 
the barriers that divide man from man; 2. to give personal service; 3. to find their 
own convictions while always being willing to listen to the views of others; 
4. to work for the building of that better world which has been called the 
Kingdom of God. This magazine, which acts as a forum for ideas about Toc H 
and about the world in which we live, takes its title from the third of these 


Four Points—to think fairly. 


November 1969 


Or; the Cover 


Toc H is people. Young and old, black and 
white. People like ‘Ole Jim Cole who has 
just retired after 33 years as Secretary of 
Highams Park Branch, and young peopla 
like the boy on the back covar photo- 
graphed by Toc H Volunteer Paul Christie 
during the Birmingham Play project. 
Cover photograph courtesy Guardian News- 
papers Limited. 
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| am writing this column two days after 
returning from holiday. | have not yet re- 
adjusted to the pace of Tower Hill life, nor 
can | pretend to feel indignant, or even 
serious, about anything at present. This 
mood of relaxation will no doubt fade even 
quicker than my sun-tan but just at this 
moment | feel unmoved by the evils and 
follies of mankind and quite unable even to 
attempt a high moral tone. 

“A high moral tone,” said one of Oscar 
Wilde's characters, "can hardly be said to be 
conducive either to one’s health or one’s 
happiness.” | am inclined to think that if only 
more people suffered from my inability to 
keep a straight face the world would be a 
happier, if not necessarily a better, place. 
Unrelieved seriousness results only in gloom 
and despondency. One wishes that our 
modern revolutionaries would allow them- 
selves to relax occasionally. Life surely 
wasn't meant to be taken that seriously. The 
evils of the world must indeed be fought but 
life's joys also need to be recognized and 
cherished. 

Fortunately Toc H has never fallen for the 
temptation of taking either itself or the 
world too seriously. If it did, much of its most 
valuable work would become impossible. 
Visiting the lonely, however regularly and 
devotedly carried out, would be worse than 
useless if it spread gloom rather than 
happiness. Frivolity, at least in moderation, 
is an essential element of Toc H. 

In my post-holiday mood | would go 
further. | would like to put forward the 
heretical, and on the face of it absurd, 
proposition that laziness is as much a virtue as 
a vice. 

What is this life if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare? 
wrote W. H. Davies in a well-known if now 
somewhat unfashionable poem. Too many 


viewpoint 


In praise of idleness 


of us, however, have lost the inclination, or 
perhaps the ability, to "stand and stare". We 
have been brainwashed into feeling guilty 
if we're not doing something. We have a 
compulsion to keep busy. We have all been 
influenced by the Protestant work ethic to the 
point where the first question we ask about 
someone is not "what kind of person is he?" 
but "what does he do?” 

Compulsive busyness is, | suspect, one of 
the false gods of our day. We are so busy 
filling “the unforgiving minute with sixty 
seconds worth of distance run” that we have 
no time simply to enjoy life and to radiate that 
enjoyment to others, no time just to be our- 
selves, no time, in fact, "to stand and stare". 

| once thought of trying to start a Society 
for the Introduction of the Siesta in England 
but as it would have inevitably become 
known as SISIE it would probably never 
have got off the ground. In any event our 
climate hardly favours siestas but none- 
theless | believe that our busyness needs to 
be tempered by a judicious admixture of 
laziness. 

This holiday mood won't last. Already the 
demands of the job are driving away my 
natural idleness and all toa soon | shall have 
to start taking things seriously once again. 
But in the midst of the busyness and the 
seriousness | hope | shall remember that 
laziness and frivolity are not quite the vices 
they have too frequently been considered. 


K.P-B. 
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Dudley Herring, a former 
member of the Central 
Executive, writes about 
work for arthritics In 


Orpington, Kent. 


Outdoor activities at the Crowborough Centre. 


Cinderellas 


There is a class of sufferers amongst us on 
whom the spotlight rarely falls and who 
tend to be neglected. Their disability is not a 
dramatic one like that of the blind, and, fortoo 
many of them, there is, alas, little that can be 
done medically. | refer to the chronic 
arthritics, often the Cinderellas in the world 
of the disabled. Many of these folk are 
virtually housebound, often lonely, and 
generally in a good deal of pain. 

There is an association which exists 
to help arthritics. It is of post-war origin, 
was founded with the moral support of the 
late Lord Horder, and is called The Horder 
Centres for Arthritics. — It incorporates 
another association called The Horder Helpers 
for Arthritics. The object of the Horder 
Centres for Arthritics is to raise money for the 
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building and equipping of Centres where 
arthritics can stay for a while, taking advantage 
of the very latest equipment, forms of treatment 
and remedial training, so enjoying a measure 
of rehabilitation which will help them on 
their way. One such Centre, standing in 
some 13 acres at Crowborough in Sussex, is 
already in operation and is being extended. 
The Horder Helpers are to be found in 
branches up and down the country (all too 
few in number, however) and they have a 
two-fold object, to help raise funds for the 
founding of Centres, and to visit the arthritics, 
make them their friends, and help to brighten 
their lives. 

Toc H can play its part in the fund raising 
but it is in personal relationships that it 
excels, and the best gift it can offer these 


folk is friendship, especially individual friend- 
ship. And it can also bring some pleasure 
and gaiety into their lives by arranging 
outings, parties and the like. 


Friendships that count 


There is a branch of the Horder Helpers in 
Orpington and Toc H helped in its foundation. 
It still provides some of its officers, and one of 
Toc H's corporate jobs is to organise outings 
and entertainments for the arthritics. Two 
outings are laid on annually (in May and 
September) and it is a heart-warming sight 
to see the convoy of some 20 cars and three 
ambulances winding its way through the 
beautiful Kentish lanes on a tour to Sevenoaks 
where Sevenoaks Toc H (men and women) 
provide a sumptuous tea with an enter- 
tainment to follow. And in the winter, Toc H 
members and friends repair to the houses of 
the arthritics, armed with their holiday 
transparencies or ciné-films, projector and 
screen and put on a film show for them. It is 
often possible to gather together two or three 
arthritic folk who live near each other. 
Arthritics, like other disabled people, are often 
merrier and brighter than those who have 


nothing to complain about. Other ways of 
bringing good cheer will occur to the inven- 
tive member but it is the friendships that are 
formed between the arthritics and the Toc H 
members and Horder Helpers that count the 
most. 

How is a branch of the Horder Helpers for 
Arthritics formed? The first thing to do is 
to write to Miss C. Bochenek, herself an 
arthritic, who is the founder of the Assoc- 
iation and its director, at The Horder Centre, 
Crowborough, Sussex. She will send you 
literature and press hand-outs and give any 
advice required. When a nucleus of Horder 
Helpers has been recruited, the next task is, 
of course, to endeavour to discover the 
arthritics in the area, especially those severely 
disabled. An approach to the Red Cross, the 
Physiotherapy Department of your local 
hospital, the medica! social worker, some 
general practitioners, will generally produce 
names and addresses of those who would be 
glad of a visit, and it is surprising how the 
thing grows once it has got a Start. 

This is a very rewarding job in which men 
and women can co-operate. From my 
observation of what is done in Orpington | 
can heartily commend it to you. 


RAISING MONEY FOR CHARITY? 


a LEV EM <> cui 
8 id e > SAR nat s 


TRY A DONKEY DERBY AND PUT THE FUN IN FUND RAISING 


All costs covered before the day — Write for our Free Illustrated Brochure 


BRITAIN'S LEADING RACING DONKEY HIRE SERVICE 
I. A. NAUGHTON, HUNTERCOMBE END FARM, NETTLEBED, OXON. 
Phone: Nettlebed 408 
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‘OUR TIMMY HAS 
TO BE PUSHED OFF 
TO SCHOOL EVERY 
MORNING’ 


in a wheelchair 


Timmy is one of the thousands of children suffering 
from muscular dystrophy—a wasting of the muscles 
which leaves its young victims crippled and helpless. 


There is no treatment, no cure. 


The research we buy brings the discovery of a cure that 
little bit nearer, but if we had the money we could do a 
lot more. 


Will you include a small donation to us among your 
New Year Resolutions ? 


MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY GROUP 
26 Borough High Street, London S.E.r. 


(We can supply speakers and films) 


personality point 


Tubby has been spending six weeks in the 
United States staying with friends. 


Miss Ursula Lefroy has been appointed 
to head up the Rye Hill Project in Newcastle 
and took up her duties on October 1. Despite 
the implications of the budget outlined in the 
September issue of Point Three the Central 
Executive has wholeheartedly backed this 
project, in the conviction that the necessary 
finance will be forthcoming. Rye Hill is an 
area of considerable overcrowding and severe 
unemployment. Not surprisingly it is also an 
area with social problems of all kinds. The 
Newcastle Corporation has designated Rye 
Hill a comprehensive redevelopment area but 
it has stated that “the need is one of total 
environment and the solution should go 
further than the improvement merely of 
dwellings’. It is in this context that Toc H 
believes it has a contribution to make. "The 
plan", according to a statement prepared for 
the Central Executive by the Regional staff, 
"is not for a Centre on the lines of Bristol 
or Croydon, which are predominantly 
"incoming' activities. We want to establish a 
base from which a member of the staff can 
work out into the community. There is no 
local clearing house for problems, or place 
where people can express their concern. The 
result is that there is a great deal of attention 
to social problems and very little to social 
environment. The local people see themselves 
as the object of a vast conspiracy which does 
nothing to encourage social responsibility. 
The Bishop of Newcastle, who has been 
consulted over the project, sees it as a unique 
opportunity for Toc H to re-emphasise its 
traditional roles of reaching across religious 
and political barriers and building community. 
As he put it: 'If you can do anything within 
the next ten years to raise one-tenth of this 
submerged population your efforts will be 
more than justified.’ '' 

Ursula Lefroy is no stranger to Rye Hill. 
She worked on the staff of St. Matthew's 
Church there a few years ago. Now in her 
early 40's she brings impressively varied 
experience to this challenging assignment— 
secretaríal work for the Foreign Office and for 
a firm of interior decorators: a spell at art 
school ; work with immigrants in Birmingham 
and Coventry; and community work for the 
Church of England in a number of inner city 
parishes, most recently in Sparkbrook, 
Birmingham. She holds a certificate in moral 
welfare and social administration. We wish 
both her and the exciting experiment which 
she is to head up every success. 


been appointed 
in succession to 


Mrs. Henderson has 
Warden of Mark XVIII, 
Pauline Avery. 


Donaid J. M. Russell, known as lan, has 
joined the Regional staff and will be working 
in Scotland. 


Toc H South Africa has announced the 
following staff changes: Alan Tyler has 
been appointed part-time General Secretary. 
Clive Hamblyn, aged 22, has been appointed 
to the field staff for a trial period of six months. 
He succeeds Geoff Brand, who left the 
staff at the end of September. Jimmy Hall 
has ceased to be Warden of Etembeni, the T.B. 
Settlement at Botha’s Hill. George Duguid, 
the Assistant Warden, is now in charge. 


George Duguid 


obituary 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 

In May: Lily Brennan (Weybridge). In July: 
the Rev. Frederick T. C. David (Lampeter), 


Charles S. Rudd (Laceby), Ethel Woods 
(Sandown), In August: Jack Burgess 
(Manchester Area), Edward Hastings (Barton- 
on-Humber), the Rev. Hugh J. Holme 
(Maltby-le- Marsh), Frank Mather (Hudders- 
field), Gerald Stott (Manchester Area). In 
September: Jane Eggett (West Wickham), 
William A. Goff (West London Area), 
Elsie Guard (Preston), Marcia Page-Roberts 
(Central), Edna Patrick (Lowestoft), Ethel 
Pearson (Ashby-de-la-Zouch), William 8. 
Round (Dudley), Amy M. Standidge (Finchley 
& Whetstone). 

We give thanks for their lives. 
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‘I know these story Huw Gibbs. 


photos Bob Broeder. 


Four years ago Jimmy Savile launched a 
new idea in dances at Belle Vue, Manchester. 
He calls them Mini Handi Record Sessions, 
and they are, in fact, dances for physically 
handicapped teenagers. | went to Radio 
Luxembourg to find out about them. That 
was my first mistake. Within minutes | had 
been persuaded to run my own dance at the 
Locarno Ballroom, Streatham. With Jimmy’s 
help on planning the programme and introduc- 
tions to the right people, the dance gradually 
took shape and on October 2 it happened. 

The pictures here give some impression 
of the crazy goings on during that afternoon. 

| think this is an ideal way to reach young 
people and of introducing them to community 
responsibility. Some of these pictures will be 
used to illustrate a brochure explaining the 
Mini Handi philosophy and how to organise 
the dances. 

There were about 100 handicapped people 
and over 250 teenage volunteers at the 
Locarno. Two groups gave their time for 
nothing and over 30 records and 300 plates 
of refreshments were given away free. 
40 gallons of fruit squash disappeared as if 
by magic—but that's show business. 

David Ryder, the 21 year old spastic boy 
who walked from John 'O Groats to Land's 
End, was guest of honour and spoke highly 
of the dance and Tac H initiative in organising 
the first of its kind in London. 
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300 plates lika this were cleared in 2 hours. 


“If you want to be a DJ, you must havea 
shirt," said Jimmy. 


“Cor, look at all thasa smashin' birds”. 


The Red Cross Cadets were an inspiration 
to evarybady. 


Jimmy talks to David Ryder. "Don't do that 
walk again—you make it harder for geezers 
like me.” 


Is Toc H dead? 


Being one of those who has lived long 
enough to have some settled con- 
victions, | dare not presume to answer 
Simon Allard's articles. Maybe | am 
fossilised, and not sufficiently aware of 
it, but Simon's epitaph for Toc H 
cannot go entirely unregarded. There 
is so much of value in what he writes 
that there is danger in some of his 
unproved theorems. 

The views of some of those who fail 
to accord with sociological trends, and 
who have not yet become vegetables, 
need to be heard. One Warden of a 
Toc H Mark—I think the youngest of 
them all—writes: “Most of the Marks- 
men have left home for the first time, 
and | think how easy it is for a young 
person to leave home and fall into the 
wrong hands. When Marks were first 
formed, people and conditions were 
different—but this one fact of young 
men leaving home for the first time and 
requiring a decent place to stay—with 
pretty high standards—still applies, 
even more so today when the accent is 
on living in flats and the like. Once a 
man moves into a Mark you start 
working on him, preparing him for the 
life ahead. Simon writes ‘There was a 
time when Marks had all the dynamic 
and excitement attributed to the 
Kibbutz. This is no longer true.’ How 
wrong he is. Has he actually lived 
and worked in a Mark, with Marksmen ? 
If he has—his view is of that Mark”. 

This Warden then writes of the 
community activity of his own Marks- 
men, who react immediately to any 
known need within their competence. 
He points out the difference in the 
enthusiasm of members of the Mark 
and members of the local Branch, and 
much of what he writes supports 
Simon's views on the need for a change 
in the direction Toc H has been 
following. His point is that Marks have 
potential in the new direction. 

Another Warden writes “It has 
always seemed to me a pity that Toc H 
does not appear to realise the value of 
the Marks it runs; and others with 
whom | have discussed Simon's 
article share this view. Of course the 


average age of Marksmen is a lot 
younger now but surely this !s not due 
to sociological trends militating against 
the practice of living in a hostel but to 
the fact that people marry younger. 
Therefore more time is taken up with 
study for exams and there is less time 
for Toc H work outside the Mark, but 
we do carry out the odd job. We have 
had some young chaps from pretty 
poor home backgrounds who could 
have been easily led, but they have 
benefited by the Mark simply because 
other Marksmen have been able to set 
an example. This is not to say the latter 
were saints, but they do create 4 
healthy fellowship." 

The comments received from Marks 
all tend to confirm the belief held 
therein that the more rapid turnover 
does enable more men to become 
inspired. Thus we come to the crux of 
the problem. Has inspiration left 
Toc H? Branches, Marks and Centres 
live on the gains derived from the 
inspiration of leaders of the early Toc H 
Movement. But we still claim to be a 
Movement, and specialist approaches 
which kindle no spark in the Movement 
are wrong, either because the specialist 
cannot communicate or because the 
Movement already knows of better 
organisations to deal with the problem. 
If a specialist operation is to be valid 
in Toc H it must have potential to wake 
up sleeping Branches and divert them 
from the routine into which they have 
lapsed. 

Finally, reverting to Marks, Simon 
seems to think the young men who 
ask us for residence cannot, because of 
sociological conditions, be educated 
in the ways of a lively Toc H. The 
present scribe suggests humbly and 
remorsefully that the evidence is that 
we could get dynamic results, but that 
we have not got alongside our Marks- 
men. This is history and it is best that 
here, like the authors of 1066 and all 
that, | come to a . 


R. E. Peters Toc H Headquarters. 


What is Toc H? 


| wonder if members generally have 
taken note of the fine re-statement of 
what Toc H is about, which has been 
appearing each month this year on the 
inside cover page of Point Three? In 
one sentence, in words that convey 
their meaning clearly for today, the 
old truth is expressed in a new form. 
lt has helped me on more than one 
occasion, when trying to explain Toc H 
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to people. In fact | have cut out the 
statement and carry it in my wallet tos 
this eventuality—together with the 
section on Toc H in last year's diary, 
which ! always detach at the end of the 
year and keep to give to someone 
seeking more information. 


R. Loewy Kingsbury, London. 


Overseas Students 


For the past two years we have had two 
students from the Crewe College of 
Education staying with us. Last year 
we had one from Gerrards Cross and a 
Polish girl. They left at Christmas and 
we had two coloured girls—one a West 
Indian and the other a South American. 
The billeting officer had visited the 
house and had noticed that we were 
connected with Toc H. For this reason 
she asked if the wife would billet these 
two girls, as they were having difficulty 
in finding accommodation due to 
colour, Although she gave immediate 
consent my wife was nevertheless 
asked to take 24 hours to think it over. 
But this made no difference to her 


decision. We had a grand time with 
them. 
C. Morse Nantwich, 


Anglican-Methodist unity 


Normally | can accept what our worthy 
Editor writes even if ! don't always 
agree with him, but his article entitled 
"Black Tuesday" in September really 
does call for comment. 

Of course |, like the vast majority of 
padres, am all for unity among 
Christians of all denominations, pro- 
vided that it really is unity, and not 
just a façade. In the first place, we all 
prayed for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit in our deliberations, and we 
understood that if the present scheme 
for unity was in accordance with the 
Holy Spirit's guidance there would be a 
majority of 7596 in both churches. In 
the Church of England the majority was 
something over 68%. Therefore are 
some of us necessarily wrong in 
assuming that this present proposal for 
unity was not in accordance with the 
Will of God? And if it is not in 
accordance with the Will of God are we 
right to go ahead according to what we 
think is right, and ignore this guidance ? 

So far as | am concerned the 
stumbling block is the service of 


^ 


PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE 


Will Branches please note that the annual premium payable to Headquarters and 
due on January 1, 1970, remains at 2s per person. 


reconciliation. Having been in bus- 
iness for over 40 years before ordination 
| think | know a phoney prospectus 
when | see one. And if ever | saw a 
bit of fiddling this service of recon- 
ciliation was it. 

If it wasn't supposed to be a service 
of ordination what was it supposed to 
be? Just reconciliation? Then why 
all this laying on of hands and leaving 
it to one's own interpretation? If | 
had a row with a person and wished 
for reconciliation, | would certainly not 
lay my hands on his head: | always 
understood that the normal outward 
evidence of reconciliation was to shake 
hands. 

If the powers that be had agreed on a 
service of recognition, | would have 
been wholeheartedly with them. The 
Methodists have a specia! ministry just 
as much as the Anglicans, but of a 
different kind. Then why not just 
admit it, and work together as fellow 
ministers for Christ? 

Are we not living in an age of 
monopolies, of big business corpor- 
ations? To be an individual in this 
age of computerisation is to be 
labelled a rebel. Has the Church got 
to appear as one to prove its Christian 
unity, or are we all members, although 
exercising different functions, of the 
Body of Christ? 

| have many friends in the Methodist 
Church and | do not think that we 
would be necessarily any closer friends 
just because we happened to be 
members of a new Church. 

Lest any might think that | am a 
reactionary diehard | would say that 
when | have celebrated Holy Com- 
munion in the fellowship of Toc H, all 
! have asked of members is that they 
should be baptised. 

| think that there are far too many 
differences yet to be resolved before 
we can talk about being a united Church 
and | think it is far better to be honest 
about these differences and face them 
squarely than to imagine that they 
don't exist and can be glossed over. 
Too often today truth is sacrificed on 
the altar of expediency. 


A. L. Collins Southampton. 


The British itch to serve 


The word "camp" has acquired more than one new meaning of recent years. 
For the village of Jarigavan in Uttar Pradesh in India, during a three week period 
in December, 1968, it came to mean sight for the blind. 42 villagers had their 
sight restored by cataract operations in the "eye camp", the mobile clinic set up 
in the village under the sponsorship of the Royal Commonwealth Society for the 
Blind, at a cost of £130. This year the Society, using five new mobile clinics that 
have been supplied, plans to organise 200 "eye camps" at which it expects to 
treat no less than 80,000 people and perform 8,000 operations. 

At a private showing, before an invited audience, of an 18 minute film (16 mm, 
colour and sound) made for the Saciety by Visnews, His Excellency Mr. S. S. 
Dhavan, High Commissioner for India, spoke of the physical difficulties that 
obtrude between patient and treatment. There is no shortage of qualified eye 
surgeons ; there is an almost insuperable shortage of good roads and accom- 
modation. |f the patient cannot go to the clinic, the clinic must go to the patient. 

Of the film itself, His Excellency remarked that it gave him such a faithful 
picture of the India he knew that he felt it was much more than a film about 
blindness and the miracles of healing that sheer compassion had brought about. 
He also paid a remarkable tribute to the wells of that compassion. “The thing 
that strikes any visitor to these Islands is the passion, almost amounting to an 
itch, to help others less fortunate than themselves. | am amazed at the capacity 
of British people to organise voluntary effort. !t seems that life is not justified 
unless they have done something to help . .. not only their next door neighbour 
but also those whom they do not know across the seas.” 

Those wishing to see or further one end product of that “British Itch” may 
borrow the film on application to the Society, at 39 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


Sow the idea-see it 


grow. 
The floral design for 
parks and gardens, ann- 
ouncadonthebackcover 
of the September Point 
Three, is now available 


from Ashford Branch. 
Three alternative plant- 
ing schemes are includ- 
ed. Obtainable from: 
R. W. (Bob) Smith, 35 
Kent Avenue, Ashford, 
Kent. 
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An Edgar Atkinson Memorial 
Fund has been opened by the 
North Wales Area. The abject of 
the fund, for which the target is 
£500, is "to send two or more 
young persons away each yearon 


youth projects designed to foster 


service", Any friends of Edgar 
who wish to contribute to the 
fund may send their donations 
to: Miss A. M. Elton, "Hatfield", 
St. David's Road, Llandudno. 


A new look fo: the Dla 
House. Jack 7roefusis, 


Chairman oF the ing 
House Corimittze. out. 
lines some co? thè Com- 
mittee’s hopes for the 
future development of 


Toc ii in Europe 


moving tothe 


FUTURE 


For just over 50 years, Talbot House at 
Poperinge, the birthplace of Toc H, has stood 
as a symbol of the Movement's solidarity. 
Time has moved on and we are faced with 
an entirely different set of circumstances 
and challenges, but with the same principles 
remaining although in a broader concept. 
The ideals for which Talbot House then stood 
apply now with equal, or even greater, force. 

But what do we think about it in Toc H 
today? Are we to sit back and stew over 
our own problems at home and quietly 
consign it to an increasingly retired life, 
eventually to become a 1914-18 museum 
and a curiosity of the past? Are we to be 
satisfied with this negative approach and let 
this tool in our bag go rusty for lack of use? 
OR are we able to make the effort to use it to 
effect in Western Europe at a time when the 
materia! is readily there to be worked upon? 

We of the Old House Committee, strongly 
supported by our Belgian friends in the 
Talbot House Association, affirm our con- 
viction that Toc H has a key role to play in 
Western Europe. At no time have we had 
such a fund of good will towards us as 
exists at present in all sections of the com- 
munity in Belgium and extending into the 
Netherlands, France and Germany. Talbot 
House is, therefore, well situated to be used 
in at least the following five ways: 


1. As a place of reconciliation, where 
opportunities are provided forexchanges 
of views on a wide scale. This would 
be a contact point for a diversity of 
peoples, 

2. Asa centre for ecumenical liaison. 
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3. As a training and conference centre. 

4. As a centre for organising youth 

projects. 

5. Asa place from which local and regional 

activities can be organised. 

As a place of reconciliation and centre for 
ecumenical liaison, Poperinge is well placed 
without being centralised in or near a large 
town. We have our contacts throughout 
Belgium, extending into France (the frontier 
is only 5 kilometres away by road), in the 
Netherlands and elsewhere. As the centre of 
the Belgian hop industry it has good connec- 
tions with Germany, Czechoslovakia and to 
an extent with Scandinavia. 


A training and conference centre, centrally 
placed in Western Europe, is essential if we 
are to develop on the continent in line with 
our own proposed national economic ex- 
pansion. Youth projects already exist and the 
tasks undertaken at De Lovie are well known. 
Additionally we have projects in Antwerp and 


TITLE PHOTOS 
A view from the chapel, and dancing 
during tha Hopfeeat. 


ABOVE 

The specia! Jubilee service in the local 
church. On the left Bab Knight, 
Administratlve Padre, with Tubby, 
seated centre. This service Is an 
example of the kind of ecumanical 
relationship made passible by Talbot 
House, Poparinge. Photo: Het Wekelijks. 


LEFT 

Volunteers at DeLovle. John Mitchell, 
centre, surveys tha scena of a brick- 
laying problem. 


elsewhere, where the Belgian Government 
are taking an interest at Ministerial level. 

In the short term, Paul Madden is at present 
in Poperinge for a period of six months, after 
having led one of the De Lovie projects. He is 
strengthening existing contacts and making 
new ones in various centres, both locally and 
throughout Belgium. it is hoped that he will 
be able to bring together groups of young 
people to undertake continuing projects, such 
as more regular work at De Lovie, and thathe 
will be able to find suitable leaders in centres 
such as Antwerp, Brussels, Genk and Roselare, 
where we already have contacts... Berend 
Koek will still ba in touch with us in his new 
role in Rotterdam. Looking forward, we 
should like to get these key people together 
once a year to exchange experiences and 
ideas and make plans for tha following year. 

A conference has been suggested to taka 
place in the summer of 1970, involving 
interested people from tha continent as well 
as from the British Isles, on the theme "Faith 
in practice—the European adventure". This 
will be in addition to the usual parties from the 
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Tubby receives the freedom of Poperinge during Jubilee year. Standing by his sida is the Burgomaster 


of tha town. 


U.K. who are always welcome at Talbat House 
and the usual Association Annual General 
Meeting held there in the Autumn. We 
further hope that the World Chain of Light 
may start from Poperinge in 1970. 


On the map 


What about the long term? Just sit back 
and take it easy and let the tide go over us, 
or can we rely on the Movement at home to 
support us in our efforts? It was because we 
are a frontier Movement that Her Majesty 
The Queen and His Royal Highness The 
Duke of Edinburgh came with His Majesty 
The King of The Belgians to visit Talbot House 
on our Royal Family's State Visit to Belgium 


welcome point 


Photo. Het Wekelijks. 


in 1965. We had tremendous encourage- 
ment then and the good will is still there. Let 
us therefore sieze this opportunity and put 
Toc H on the map in Western Europe! Asa 
frontier Movement with Christian faith how 
can we do otherwise? 

We want a permanent member of the Toc H 
staff, either single or married, based in Talbot 
House. Someone who has imagination and 
inspiration and is prepared to take the 
initiative in many problems and opportunities. 
Language is not as important as an idea of 
how Toc H should be introduced and 
organised in Western Europe. Whoever is 
appointed will have much good will both there 
and at home in this country. 

Well | What about it? 


The following new Branches were formally recognised by the Central Executives 


at their September meeting: 


Norwich (Joint), Ormesby (Joint), Wem (Joint). 


The following Branches elected new members during the month: 


3. Chalfont St. Giles (W.A.), Southill (W.A.). 


2. Leighton Buzzard (W.A.), Llandudno Central (W.A.), Newport (Mon.) (W.A.), St. 
Austell (W.A.). 


1—Bourne End, Central, Cosby, Chulmleigh, Dartford, Fareham, Leominster (W.A.), Lyndhurst 


(W.A.), Morecambe (W.A.), Norwich (W.A.), Radlett (W.A.), R.H.H.I. (Putney), Tottenham 
(W.A.), Westwood, Yeovil (W.A.). 


29 new members were elected during September, to whom we extend a warm 
welcome. 
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This is the first of what we hope will be a regular 
monthly series in which we shall be turning the 


spotlight on Toc H Branches and groups. 


The 


Branches to be featured are chosen by a system 
of completely random selection and there is no 
suggestion that anyone—and certainly not "them at 
headquarters’ —think they're ‘better’ or "worse" 
than other Branches. The editor will be happy to 
receive material from readers which would form the 
basis of a Spotlight feature on their own or a 


neighbouring Branch. 


Wyke Regis (W.A.) Branch is one of no less 
than seven Branches (five women's and two 
men's) in Weymouth. There's nothing 
unusual about Wyke Regis. Its fellowship is 
deep, but thís one would expect in Toc H. 
Its jobs are of the kind that most Branches do, 
sounding rather ordinary and humdrum in 
cold print. But if theyre humdrum they're 
also important and demanding. In our 
necessary concern for the new and the 
exciting it is essential to remember that the 
priority for Toc H must always be care and 
friendship for individuals who need care and 
friendship. 

The Branch helps with the Weymouth 
hospital broadcasting service and the veterans' 
club. They chop firewood for old people and 
organise an annual coach outing for them. 
Some of the Wyke Regis members help at the 
local welfare clinic or in a church women's 
fellowship. Each member—and this is the 
least newsworthy but probably the most 
valuable of their jobs—undertakes the respon- 
sibility of visiting regularly one lonely person. 

In a town with a proportion of retired 
people well above the national average it is 
not surprising that all the members are the 
"wrong" side of 40. They are mostly 
housewives or business women with home 
commitments, and all say that they were 
recruited by personal contact. The most 


spotlight 
on Wyke Regis 


recent recruit became a member in July of this 
year. It is. perhaps invidious to mention 
anyone by name but most people who know 
the Branch regard May as the outstanding 
"character". She's the kind of person who 
can turn gloom into sunshine in a second, 
can tell an amusing story and then immediately 
start a serious discussion. 

The Branch meets in a converted garage, 
which sounds a bit depressing, but it has in 
fact been made into a bright and welcoming 
room. One particularly interesting feature of 
their programme is the course of six lectures, 
arranged through the WEA, which is held 
every autumn. Last year they learned about 
Dorset folk lore and this autumn they have 
been studying ornithology. The lectures 
always attract outsiders, and this is one idea 
that sounds well worth copying. It is also 
gratifying to note that Wyke Regis is one of the 
Branches that occasionally use material from 
Point Three as a starting point for a discussion 
evening. 

That, then, is Wyke Regis—a very ordinary 
Branch, maybe, but an impressive one 
nonetheless. As Ethel Buchanan, our District 
correspondant, puts it: "It is a Branch to 
which | would never hesitate to take a 
visitor. She would receive a very warm 
welcome and be left in no doubt as to the 
true friendship and the true purpose of Toc H”. 
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newspoint 


CARDIFF CENTRE OPENED 


On October 11 the Toc H Centre in 
Cardiff was officially declared open— 
appropriately enough by George 
Atkinson, who played a major part in 
initiating this experiment during his 
period on the Regional staff in South 
Wales. The Centre is used as a meeting 
place by the Cardiff Branches and by 
the Volunteer group. Perhaps the most 
interesting of the Centre’s activities is 
the Tufty Club which teaches young 
children about road safety. There is 
also a social club and a luncheon club, 
which provides an opportunity for 
Toc H members to meet other people 


AREYE FOR 
A HOLE 


Included in the specification for a good 
jobmaster is, or should be, an eye for a 
job that needs good strong hands and 
ends with a good strong laugh. Don 
Henley, the jobmaster for Potters Bar, 
has such an eye and the job he found was 
open for all to see in the Toc H bowling 
alley beneath 42 Trinity Square. At the 
end of last season's competition Don 
noticed that parts of the wall were 
crumbling away, and offered to make 
them good again. Accordingly one 
member cach from Southgate, 
Whetstone and Potters Bar descended 
upon the alley and in quick time were 
“slapping a mix" on the offending parts. 

After the work was completed three 
grimy men, with a smile on their faces, 
were observed to be navigating in the 
direction of “The Tiger” on Tower 
Hill. 


Builder becomes 
an MBE 


Watford (W.A.) Branch was delighted 
to learn that its good friend, Mrs. 
Margaret Martyr, 2 Toc H Builder, had 
been made an M.B.E. This honour was 
in recognition of her 22 years’ work in 
the probation service. She is at present 
assistant principal probation officer in 
Hertfordshire. 


concerned about the community. The 
facilities of the Centre are frequently 
used by other organisations. During 
the summer a party of young people of 
various nationalities stayed at the 
Centre for a week, working at play 
centres and in hospitals. During their 
week the Cardiff women’s Branch spent 
two evenings with them. Says Ethel 
Davey, Point Three's correspondent, 
“The dreaded age gap, about which we 
hear so much, was bridged, or perhaps 
it wasn’t even noticed, for service, as we 
all know, is a uniting force.” 


| Jersey gets 


no Visitors 


North London member Rudolph Loewy 


writes to tell us of a visit he paid to the 
men’s Branch in Jersey during a holiday 
on the island this summer. He tells us 
how impressed he was by their premises 
and the use they make of them as a 
summer hostel. And he adds: “They 
were clearly pleased to have a visitor 
from the mainland. I was surprised 
that visitors seem to be infrequent, since 
the time and place of their mectings 
appear in the tourist literature." Any- 
one taking a holiday in Jersey next year 
will no doubt take the hint. 


Matron (centre) with patients and members of Toc H at Waringfield Hospital. 


Vibrator for Geriatric Patients 


A vibrator pad, used for nursing geriatric 
patients who are confined to bed, was 
presented by Lurgan Branch, Northern 
Ireland, to the Waringfield Hospital 
recently. 

In an address of thanks to Branch 
members the Matron of the hospital 
said “we have found these to be 
excellent in alleviating the discomfort 
of patients who are permanently con- 
fined to their beds”. 
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In order to raise enough money to 
buy the vibrator the Branch initiated 
many schemes jin the neigh- 
bourhood and their efforts have been 
so well rewarded by the appreciation of 
the elderly patients at the hospital that 
they have decided to kecp the fund open 
with the object of buying more vibrator 
pads for the hospital. The photo has 
been reproduced by kind permission of 
The Lurgan Mail. 


Throw out 
those 


old 
paperbacks 


Harpenden Branch are worried about 
the decline in sales at their bookstall in 
the town. “The bookstall is not only a 
moneymaker," writes secretary, Frank 
Grant, in the Branch’s Newsletter, “it 
is also something which gives a great 
deal of pleasure to a great many people, 
and a very good way of bringing Toc H 
to the notice of the public." The 
Branch has decided that what is needed 
is a change of stock and has begun an 
appeal for books of any shape, subject 
and style—provided they are free and in 
good condition. 

Parcels should be sent to: Frank 
Grant, 11 Holly Walk, Harpenden, 
Herts. 


Handbells entertain visiting 


Proud of their 32 years' family service 


Here is a story to inspire those young 
couples who have met and recently 
married in the Surrey Toc H groups at 
Horsell. 

Doris and Charlie Jones, from Crewe 
and Nantwich men's and WA Branches, 
have between them notched up 32 years’ 
membership of Toc H, and recently 
celebrated their golden wedding 
anniversary. Charlie has been a 
member for 20 years now and Doris for 
at least 12. 

Although still recovering from a very 
serious thrombosis in the leg, Charlie is 
still keen to know about Branch 
activities and has a worthy reporter in 
Doris who still attends regularly. He 
is confined to a couch most of the time 
but has just started to walk again and we 
understand is making a rapid recovery. 


Branch 


South Lincolnshire District and Lough- 
borough Branch visit each other 
regularly and so it was in accordance 
with well-established custom that a 
coachload of members from Lincoln- 
shire descended on Loughborough this 
summer. The afternoon was spent in 
Bradgate Park, where members had a 
chance of visiting the ruins of the home 
of Lady Jane Grey, the “nine days 
Queen”. “The highlight of the even- 
ing’s entertainment,” rcports South 
Lincolnshire District correspondent 
John Orange, “was a performance 
given by the ‘Charnwood Ringers’, a 
group of handbell ringers who are 
well known over a wide area. They 
specialise in a system of ‘chord’ 
ringing rather than the individual bell 
sound which is more usual. We were 
fascinated by the pure melody produced 
on a selection of more than 80 bells by 
four ladies and four men, whose musical 
ability in rhis particular field I have 
never heard equalled.” 

These remarkable musicians are, to 
quote Loughborough Branch secretary 
George Cook, “always ready to help 
Toc H and have been with us to 
entertain the residents of Glenfrith 


Hospital; entertained at our parties for 
housebound people; played carols at the 


larger public houses and hotels in the 
town; and entertained at our birthdays 
and at concerts in aid of local charities. 
They travel miles at Christmas, visiting 
hospitals, old people’s homes and 
Cheshire Homes—there’s no end to 
what they're willing to do". 


Taped message 
sent to 
Portugal 


At the suggestion of Reg Coates of 
Chippenham Branch, residents of three 
Cheshire Homes in the area have been 
renewing on tape a friendship formed 
two years ago with a Portuguese girl, 
Irene Baptista Pereira. Group Captain 
Leonard Cheshire met Irene, who has 
been a polio victim since childhood, in 
a Portuguese Cheshire Home, and was 
impressed by her courage, intelligence 
and determination to overcome her 
disability. She was then teaching 
herself English and German, among 
other subjects, and Group Capt. 
Cheshire arranged for her to visit 
England for three months to improve 
her knowledge of the language. 
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SALTFORD HELP 
THE ELDERLY 


The Joint Branch in Saltford, near 
Bristol, regard helping the elderly as 
their first priority. They arrange two 
outings every month in a minibus 
provided by the Keynsham and Saltford 
Vehicle for the Handicapped fund and 
have played their part in raising money 
for the fund. This summer they 
organised a special coach outing to the 
Wye Valley, stopping for tea and boat 
trips at Symond’s Yat. 


Chess Congress 
at Rhyl 


The provision of holidays for deprived 
children—some 300 of them this year— 
is not the only activity at the recently 
completed Toc H Children's Holiday 
Centre in Rhyl. For two weeks in 
August the Rhyl North Branch were 
asked to cater for the National Chess 
Congress, which provided an oppor- 
tunity for the forming of many new 
friendships. It also resulted in a clear 
profit of £300 for the building fund— 
the Centre has cost £15,000 in all. Tom 
Griffith, of Rhyl North, tells us that a 
cheque for £80 has also been received 
from Ken Dodd and he adds: “We are 
hopeful that he will fulfil his promise 
to attend the official opening this 
month.” 


Calstock entertain Exeter 
Children in their Homes 


In co-operation with the Exeter Child- 
ren's Officer Calstock Branch this 
summer entertained 12 underprivileged 
children from Exeter—most of whom 
were “in care". The children, who 
were aged from 5 to 12, were not 
accommodated in camp but entertained 
for a week in the homes of members 
and friends. “The project was well 
advertised on notice boards throughout 
the village,” writes Bill Gibson of 
Calstock Branch, "and in consequence 
several people who could not con- 
veniently accommodare the children 
subscribed towards theirentertainment.” 
Calstock is ideally placed for a venture 
of this kind, being close both to the sea 
and to the lovely countryside of the 
Tamar Valley. 

The first project of this kind was run 
in 1968 and this year two children were 


Thornton-Cleveleys 
become sports 
promoters 


The Branch at Thornton-Cleveleys, 
near Blackpool, have gone into the 
sports promotion business as part of 
their campaign to raise funds for 
leprosy relief. "They booked the sports 
oval in the huge Stanley Park on two 
Sundays this summer. On one occasion 
they organised a football match between 
two ladies' teams from Manchester and 
on the other there was a comic cricket 
match between show business person- 
alities and loca! sportsmen. Help came 
from all the Branches in the District 
and from members of the local YMCA. 
The Tiller Girls and dancers from two 
local theatres volunteered to sell raffle 
tickets. "It would seem,” comments 
Len Stead, Fylde District's Point Three 
correspondent, “a hopeless task to 
interest people amid all the attractions 
and entertainments of this holiday area 
but even these can be turned to good 
account and we find that show business 
people can be very helpful and co- 
operative.” 


EVERY DISTRICT NEEDS A 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT. 
HAVE YOU GOT ONE? 


able to return to the same foster parents. 
“Other members,” writes Bill Gibson, 
“have spoken of the continued friend- 
ship and interest these relationships 
have provided after the event. In one 
case the foster parents desire to make 
their care permanent.” 

Bill adds: “In a scheme such as this 
one wonders who derives the most 
benefit, the donors or the recipients of 
this generosity.” That is surely how it 
should be. 


Drugs taik 
on 

Radio 
Merseyside 


Doris Longley was recently invited to 
give a ten minute talk on Radio Mersey- 
side’s “Break Time” programme, in 
which she described the action taken by 
Toc H to demonstrate its concern over 
the problem of drugs. In addition to 
her work in the Merseyside area in 
connection with this problem Doris has 
travelled widely giving talks to Toc H 
groups. 


Peal of bells for District gathering 


v 


A peal of bells welcomed members and friends of Medway & Sheppey Joint 
District when they arrived at Eastchurch parish church for their District Gathering. 
Guest speaker in the village hall after the service was Toc H Public Relations 
Secretary, Colin Campbell, seen here talking to the Mayor of Queensborough-in- 


Sheppey. 


THEY WERE AMAZED 


“The hallmark of the Volunteers 
appears to be the fact that they are not 
approached for help, but present them- 
selves to the most unlikely people, in 
service.” So runs the Annual Report of 
Toc H Women's Association in 
South Africa. Recording the con- 
tribution made by Volunteers, the 
report says, “In areas and at national 
level, the Toc H Volunteers have been 
encouraged to send representatives to 
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Council meetings. Their reports and 
discussions have filled us with amaze- 
ment. It is their sense of responsibility, 
comradeship, team spirit and joyfulness 
that have impressed the individuals 


with whom they have come into 
contact.” 
The Volunteer groups in South 


Africa continue to grow in number, and 
the report pays tribute to the high 
quality of the projects undertaken. 


Look—No Legs! 
Ron Ca rpenter 


My story goes back many years and 
deals with one of the most outstanding 
members of Toc H for all time, one 
Cecil E. H. Hutchings. 

“Butch” returned from the first 
world war minus both legs. ‘These were 
replaced by a complicated harness 
braced to his upper half (and what a 
half that was!). These two “tin” legs, 
trousers, shoes and all, could be slipped 
off when “Hutch? was not using them, 
as a complete unit. 

Apart from driving all around Hamp- 
shire on a very old motor bike combin- 
ation starting new TocH units, “Hutch” 
used to attend a Toc H weekend camp 
at Amberly on the banks of the river 
Arun. Swimming was one of his great 
joys, both in the Arun and offshore at 
Southsea. 

One particular weekend at Amberly 
we followed the usual procedure. 
“Hutch” would walk down to the water, 
slip off his harness and into a large 
beach towel in which we carried him 
into the water, when away he would go 
like a fish. Rather foolishly I gathered 
up the assembly of legs and trousers, 
etc., which I placed around my neck 
piggy-back fashion, to take back to the 
tent. A little boy watching all this 
suddenly burst into a frantic yell . . . 
“Quick, quick, come quick” he 
yelled. . .. “They've cut a man in half 
and thrown one half in the river. . . .”’ 


From boiler room 
to coffee bar 


A church hall boiler room has been 
completely transformed by the Toc H 
youth group in Middlewood, Cheshire, 
and is now used as its coffee bar and 
headquarters. The brick walls were 
scrubbed free of coal dust and grime, 
painted and covered with “pop art” 
designs. A coffee bar and sink were 
erected and finally a water heater, strip 
lighting, carpets, seats, a tape recorder 
and record player were installed. The 
group has also found time to take part 
in a sponsored walk which raised over 
£500 for Shelter and has given a concert 
at an old people’s home which was 
apparently a great success. At any rate 
the old people have invited them back 
for a second concert. 


eee 


600 people involved in 
Cheshire Home concerts 


Nearly 600 people have been involved 
in the 30 concerts which have been given 
at Staunton Harold Cheshire Home 
during the past 18 months. For the 
third successive winter Toc H is 
inviting its friends in choirs and 
orchestras to put together concerts and 
light entertainment programmes for 
the Home’s residents. These concerts, 
held fortnightly, have given great 
pleasure. “The standard of performance 
has been high,” says Ted Gaston, Point 


Tribute 


We have received this tribute 
from the parents of a handicapped 
young man who died recently of 
a heart attack. 

Toc H members of the Glastonbury 
Branch helped lan enormously 
when, as a teenager, he had to come 
to grips with being permanently 
disabled. He learned to understand 
and believe that one should pay for 
one's space on earth by service to 
others. This was the bedrock of his 
Christiamty. Unfortunately the 
Glastonbury Branch has closed 
down, but ÍI wish that those who 
pushed him back and forth to their 
meetings in a wheelchair could 4 
know the extent to which he became ' 
an ourward thinking man, always 
ready, in spite of his disability, to 
help the lonely, the sick and those in 
trouble. All this, we feel, stems back 
to their help and encouragement. 
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Three’s correspondent in Ivanhoe & 
Coalville District, “and it has been 
apparent not only that there is a wealth 
of talent in the neighbourhood but also 
that there is the utmost goodwill and 
enthusiasm both for the Home and for 
Toc H. People have responded with 
keen interest and refusals to help are 
almost unknown.” Ted adds that many 
of those who have helped with the 
concerts have “continued their contact 
with the Home in other ways”. 


They Play Skittles 
for funds 


Weymouth Branch has been able to run 
a week of open air skittles in aid of 
Toc H funds, thanks to the kind 
co-operation of the landlord of the 
Prospect Inn in Weymouth. The many 
players involved thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves—and so did the children 
from a nearby estate who frequently got 
in rhe way. 

Toc H also benefited from a stall on 
Weymouth sea front run by Radipole 
(W.A.) Branch. The Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau allowed the stall to be erected 
in the forecourt to their office. Branch 
members had worked all year in support 
of this major effort and in five hours 
£33 was raised for the Family Purse. 


These two “chairman” ara from Hoddesdon & 
Broxbourne Toc H and the reason for their public 
appeorance is an appeal launched by the Branch 
in March for a Toc H ambulance. 200 letturs 
were despatched around the town, collecting 
boxes were passed around the public houses and 
a moonlight dance, attended by the carnival 
queen, all helped to make this appeal succossful. 

Photo. Jim Wallace. 


TocH\ 
BOUE; 


picture point 


This must be the prettiest guard any Lamp ever had! 
They are members of Heme! Hempstead Mobile Action 
group and according to the Herts & Hemel Gazette. wha 
provided the photograph, the float was “one of the 
most beautiful entered this year‘. 


^Martha'', decorated with bun- 
ting, a canopy and billowing 
flags, played a full part in the 
National Eisteddfod at Flint. She 
was used to provida much 
needed refreshment facilities 
and Welsh speaking TocH 
members manned the exhibition 
unit and talked to many visitors 
about Toc H in Wales. Take 
note of the Toc H flag. Is this 
the first flag with the modified 
design? Photo: M. Orlik. 
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Philip, Liner, hon. 


editor 


of Out and About, the 


magazine of Toc H New Zealand, writes about a job 
through which "Toc H has had more impact on 
the general public than for some years past”. 


It all began when somebody in Wellington 
Branch suggested we should find something 
different to do by way of a Toc H job. Being 
a Joint Branch, the men naturally thought of 
something the women could do—like knitting. 
The women didn't go much on this, but being 
the good, kind, obedient souls they are, they 
went along with the idea—part of the way. 
What to knit was the problem. 

It was suggested that baby clothes for one 
of the missionary societies might be worth- 
while. But then the stroke of genius struck. 
With so many people doing things for 
missions—essential as this work is—it was 
felt in the Branch that we might find a need at 
home. Elderly folks came to mind. Despite 
the fact that New Zealand is regarded by 
many (especially the New Zealanders) as 
God's Own Country, there is still the 
occasional case of need. With the help of the 
local district nurses we discovered that there 
are many old people living alone in their own 
homes who might suffer some privation from 
the winter chills—fuel bills and hot food take 
more money than some of these people have 
available. What could we do then? We 
didn't have any money. A knee rug would 
go a long way to keeping a pensioner warm, 
wouldn't it? So get on with the job girls, and 
knit some |! 

But here the girls came into their own. The 
rugs had to be knitted in individual six inch 
squares and then the squares were to be 
sewn together to make a rug four feet by three 
feet—48 squares to the rug. The nurses told 
us they could find a hundred deserving cases 
in the city of Wellington and the neighbouring 
cities of Lower and Upper Hutt. The 
staggering thought of the Wellington Branch 
members having to knit 5,000 squares made 
us think again, especially as there was a 
distinct threat that the men might have to learn 
to knit too. 

One of the Branch members is a broadcaster, 
and he was deputed to become the guest on an 
afternoon women's programme on one of the 
commercial radio stations. He did, and 
before the interview was over, listeners were 
‘phoning the radio station offering help. From 
that moment on, the woollen squares came 
drifting in—ones and two's, parcels, shoe 
boxes full, and not only in six inch squares. 
Every conceivable combination and compu- 
tation and variation on the six inch square 
theme. We never knew that six inch squares 


meant so many different things to so many 
different people. The Wellington Toc H 
girls really had their work cut out sewing these 
shapes” together into rugs, but they 
managed it. The two local newspapers took 
up the story and within minutes of the morning 
edition hitting the streets the secretary of a 
local charitable trust had ‘phoned the 
Dominion Secretary and asked if we would 
be prepared to accept a quantity of manu- 
factured rugs for our cause. No need to tell 
you what the answer was, and the trust, good 
as its word, had the rugs delivered within the 
week. When it was obvious that our target of 
100 rugs was going to be exceeded, we 
asked the nurses to look at their patients again 
and find some more deserving cases. 

They were delighted to be asked, and we 
were amazed that they were able, without toa 
much delay, to find another 100 old people 
living alone in their own homes who needed a 
little additional comfort. When the first rugs 
were handed over to the district nurses for 
distribution, the N.Z.B.C. sent a television 
crew and reporters, the two newspapers were 
represented and one way or another Toc H 
New Zealand, and Toc H Wellington in 
particular, had more impact on the general 
public than for some years past. It’s im- 
possible to say how many knitters contri- 
buted to the scheme, but with the total number 
of rugs being way over 250, and mare to come, 
you don't need to be a mathematical genius 
to see that this was Toc H working in an 
ideal way—finding a need, deciding ona plan, 
and then involving the general public, many 
of whom never realised that the need existed. 
The contributors were themselves a real 
cross-section of the community—a male old 
age pensioner, a lady of 96, a blind lady, 
primary school children, mothers’ leagues, 
country women's institutes. Those who 
couldn't knit squares sent in other things for 
the old folks’ comfort—electric fires, eider- 
downs, quilts, vests, nighties, coats, cardigans 
and scarves. 

Although the winter has gone, the squares 
are still coming in, and the public seems to 
have cottoned on to the Toc H view that there 
will be another winter, and more cold old 
people next year. And who knows, the knitting 
of woollen squares may yet become a Toc H 
New Zealand National Job. Oh, the title of the 
piece? Well, outhere a woollen square, for some 
inexplicable reason, has the name PEGGY. 
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The power of a Branch 


These comments, drawn from a report to Queens- 
town Branch, South Africa, by jobmaster Mac 
Reynierse, form an impressive statement of faith in 
Toc H. They are reprinted from The Compass. 


Mr. Chairman, members and prospective 
members, as jobmaster of the Branch | wish 
to express my very sincere gratitude to the 
Branch for the wonderful assistance and 
inspiration which | received from you during 
the past year. 

Perhaps as a Branch we have achieved 
much. Perhaps if we list our projects during 
the year we will feel proud. And Mr. 
Chairman, | will be the first to admit that this 
Branch has been of tremendous service to the 
public and the needy. But there is much that 
is left undone and here we find the list much 
longer, and itis to us a challenge for the future. 


Projects in Toc H should instil in our minds 
the need for service to cease being an act of 
social welfare performed upon a deserving 
case, but to become the natural spontaneous 
expression of something that has become part 
of us. 

It isthe quality of a man's whole life and not 
the quantity of his works which in the long run 
helps to make real Toc H. We as a family of 
Toc H have received much to be proud of and 
grateful for. 

| believe that this Branch has been knit 
together in the common love of God, we have 
been made active in His service, we find 
ourselves organically united, co-operating as 
members of a body, caught up in a single life 
and energised by a single spirit. When this 
happens, my friends, there is generated and 
manifested a dynamic energy which astounds 
ourselves and others. There is a potential of 
almost limitless power. A power house which 
enables us to think big; new ideas, new 
projects, greater achievements. 

When we are released from the immense 
wastage given to affectation and pose, to our 
own individual ambitions and fears, when 
we cease to care what happens to ourselves, 
because we care solely for the loyalty which 
unites us, when we cease to think of our own 
wisdom and cleverness, or weakness and 
inefficiency, when in fact we witness humbly 
because a common task draws out from us 
every ounce of energy we can give, then 
astounding results do in fact follow. 

We can today, just as surely as our elder 
brethren have done in the short history of 
Toc H, and as the disciples at Pentecost, set 
ourselves free from self. 

Gentlemen, we know this method works, we 
believe that we can build bravely. But we 
must be convinced of our purpose so that we 
may know and realise what we are trying to 
build. 


Half a League—Half a Laugh! 


Having accepted an invitation to address a Ladies Circle of Round Table about the Toc H 
Marks the speaker was met by the lady chairman who, no doubt to put him at his ease before 
he was called upon to speak, made some enquiry about the relative ages of the two Movements. 
He started to explain that Toc H was born during the Kaiser's war, 1915 in fact, in Flanders. 
She satd—“Oh ! 1 must tell my husband about that. You see, he makes a particular study of 
that period of history and will be most interested. Only last week he was saying he was 
wanting to take me to see the film The Charge of the Light Brigade.” 
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by Loxley Bros. Ltd., Sheffield and London. 


COMFORTABLE ACCOMMODATION 
for the elderly, courteous staff, no petty restric- 
tions. Spacious rooms; colour T.V. Single 
rooms 14 gns., twin bedded 124 gns. Taplow 
House, Taplow, Bucks. Tel: Maidenhead 
27045. 


ROSEACRE TOC H ROSE COLLEC- 
TIONS. Named varieties of 6 H.T. or 
Floribundas, 31s. 6d., carriage paid home 
(G.B.). Standards and others available. 
Colour catalogues 9d., p.p. For show lists 
send s.a.e. Discount of 133% deducted from 
catalogue prices. Orders over £7, carriage paid. 
Delivery November onwards. Orders with 
cash to W. E. Bruton, FRHS, 31 Browning Rd., 
Enfield, Middx. 

PROFITS TO FAMILY PURSE. 


YPRES. Tea Room and Patisserie, 9 Grande 
Place. Light meals; teas. English spoken.— 
VANDAELE (Toc H Builder). 


MARRIED COUPLE, or woman with 
husband following own occupation, required 
to assist Matron and Superintendent in 
elderly pensioners' group residences in Leyton, 
London. Residential accommodation avail- 
able. Salary by arrangement. Applications 
in writing, stating age, experience, etc., to 
The Secretary, L.M.B.l., 20 Bakers Villas, 
Lea Bridge Road, Leyton, London, E.10. 


BRUGES, 


BELGIUM. 
Hotel Jacobs welcomes 
Toc H parties and indi- 


'43 vidual visitors to this 
lovely old city. Within 
* easy reach of other 


famous cities of art, and 
of coast. Good food 
and comfortable accom- 
Modation in friendly 
Pleasant restaurant, bar and 


atmosphere. 
lounge. Parking. English spoken. Strongly 
recommended. Write for brochure and terms 
to Mr. Jules Lietaert, HOTEL JACOBS, 
Baliestraat 1, Bruges, Belgium. 


INSURANCE: Let a Christian broker 
arrange your Unit Trusts, Investments, 
Endowment, Pensions and all other insur- 
ances. Mr. F. G. Applegate, Norfolk House, 
The Terrace, Torquay. Tel: 27872. 


ADVERTISING PENCILS, superb Ball- 
Pens, Combs, Brushes, etc., gold-stamped 
Branch name, raise funds quickly, easily. 
Details—Northern Novelties, Bradford 2. 


A MEMBER living alone and owning a small 
well-appointed house in the Midlands, wishes 
to exchange hospitality. Box No. 1, Point 
Three, D.P.S. Publicity Services, 69 Fleet 
Street, London, E.C.4. 


Post early ior Christmas, buy your Christmas Cards and Dia: 


| Use the Order Form below. 


ORDER FORM 


(Use BLOCK CAPITALS please) 

From 

Name. ——— m : iE 
Address .. . =e = 


PLEASE SEND 


„doz. Christmas Cards style TWO at 6s. Od. par doz. 
POSTAGE up to 2 doz. total 1s., over 2 doz. total 1s. Gd. 


copies 1970 Diary at 4s. 6d. each 


ENCLOSED IS CHEQUE/P.O. VALUE 


doz Christmas Cards style ONE (Crested) at Gs. Od. per doz. 


.copias 1970 Diary with pencil at 5s. Od. each 


To Toc H Publications, 


15 Trinity Square, 
959 LONDON, E.C.3. 


umm ere pranch/group 


Date 
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